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Friday 8th March 

Dine and Shine! This term, we have revamped our dining hall for the children and have purchased 
some round dining tables and brightly coloured chairs to replace the old and worn furniture. We 
haven’t had new dining furniture in over 20 years, and the children and staff are thrilled! The reason 
for this, is not simply aesthetic, but has been designed with careful thought and research into the 
psychology behind eating environments and social interactions. In order to build gratifying human 
relationships, it is vital that children learn and have the opportunity to practice the social skills 
considered appropriate by society. It is important to teach children to conduct themselves in ways 
that allow them to develop relationships with other people. We firmly believe that our Dine and 
Shine system allows for this.  
As with all new systems, there will be amendments and small changes. This will not impact 
negatively on the overall ethos of Dine and Shine. We believe, that our lunchtime ‘restaurant’ feel, 
will have a positive impact on our pupils’ well-being and behaviours, whilst equipping them with 
vital life skills. We listen to the feedback the children give us, and make positive changes where 
possible to enhance their happy lunchtime experiences. We have already seen a huge, positive 
impact on behaviour at lunchtimes, both inside and outside, and the Midday Supervisors have 
commented “It’s the best it has ever been” with fewer lunchtime incidents. It has been wonderful 
to see children across the school engaging in new conversations, helping each other and enjoying 
building new relationships.  
Furthermore, Dine and Shine is having a superb impact on all children’s learning, as afternoon 
lessons are starting promptly, without the need for staff to follow up on lunchtime incidents. We 
are thrilled with this change and its success. 
 

 
 
 
All parents should have received the invitation to book an appointment for Parents Evening via 
email or text. Parent Evenings are being held on Monday 11th March and Wednesday 13th March. 
If you have not received a text or email please contact the school office. Please also be reminded 
that these appointments are 10 minutes long so if you feel you need to have a more in-depth 
meeting with your child’s teacher then please contact the office to arrange a convenient time. If you 
have met with your child’s teacher recently you may feel that an appointment is not necessary. 
 
The ‘Dropbox’ is now in place by the main office door. Please use this box to drop off any clearly 
labelled items such as, lunch boxes, book bags, drink bottles etc. The box will be checked regularly 
throughout the day. Thank you very much to those who have already started to use it. It has really 
reduced interruptions and is having a really positive impact on the smooth running of the office. 
 



World Book Day was a huge success. We had a variety of fictional characters joining us from the 
day, ranging from Willy Wonka, Fantastic Mr. Fox, Matilda, Where’s Wally and many more. We 
were delighted to see the children enter the spirit of the day by wearing costumes. Each class 
studied an illustrator producing some amazing pieces of art. We finished the day with a celebration 
of our creativity, sharing in each other’s successes. Please continue to support your child/ren in 
exploring new texts at home. Reading is the gateway to new experiences, destinations and dreams. 
 

 
 

 
We are noticing an increasing number of children being taken out of school for doctor and dentist 
appointments. Whilst we understand that this is sometimes unavoidable, we would be grateful if 
you could try and arrange these appointments outside of school hours. Thank you. 
 
The PTA are organising an Easter Disco on Friday 29th March. The entry fee is £2.50 and can be paid 
on the evening, this includes a drink and a snack. The KS1 disco will be at 6pm until 7pm and KS2 
will be at 7:15pm until 8:15pm. 
 
We are excited to offer a great new range of after school clubs, which are being run by two external 
companies, SuperStars and Sport Plus. The clubs on offer include a range of Art & Crafts, Drama, 
Glee, Golf and Tennis and are run by subject specialists who are committed to helping the children 
discover new talents and build their self-confidence. The prices for the clubs are £2 per session and 
letters with choices slips have been sent home this week, so please let the school office know if you 
have not received one. 
 
This term we welcome our new Art specialist Ms Gillon who is looking forward to working on some 
exciting Art and Craft projects with the children. We also welcome our new PE specialist Miss 
Gordon who will be working on creating a dynamic PE culture within our school. Please give them a 
warm Berkeley welcome if you see them around. 
 
The PTA are very excited to announce the return of Happy’s Circus on Friday 28th June. Tickets are 
available to purchase online or from the PTA. Please see the attached flyer for all the information. 

 
 
We had a very exciting day on Wednesday with the relaunch of Pobble – a platform to publish the 
fantastic writing we do in class. Louise travelled all the way from Leeds to help us out, and she set 
us a mission. Each class was tasked with writing about what it would be like to be a window. The 
children could choose windows from places far and wide such as on the Hogwarts Express or in a 
Fairy-Tale Castle; their imagination could run wild. The writing from the children was incredibly 
imaginative and creative and some of it has already been Pobbled. We are going to begin Pobbling 
work so keep an eye out. Permission letters will be sent out to new children to the school. Your 
child’s class teacher will be able to give them their unique codes to access Pobble from home and 
allow them to like and comment on budding writers all over the world!  
 
 
 
 
 



Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week and World Down Syndrome Day are an amazing opportunity to 
challenge our society’s misconceptions about Down’s Syndrome and to call for it to be more 
inclusive. To help raise awareness in school we will all be participating in 21 minutes of fitness fun 
by completing 21 activities. We are also inviting children and staff to wear some whacky socks on 
21st March! 

 

 

 

Please see below a list of diary dates and upcoming events; 

Monday 11th March Parents Evening 

Wednesday 13th March Parents Evening 

Friday 15th March Inset Day 

Thursday 21st March World Down Syndrome Day – Odd sock day 

Friday 29th March School Disco – KS1 6pm-7pm 

                        - KS2  7:15pm – 8:15pm 

Friday 5th April Treat Day – Last Day of term 

 

  Yours sincerely  

 

Miss Robbins and all the team here at Berkeley Primary                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                            
  


